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NR HD 1999 
Town/City: |= Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Eastham Center 


Address: 2645 State Highway 
Historic Name: William C. & Susan Cobb House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1830 
Source: deeds 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/end house 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: stone 


Wall/Trim: wood & vinyl clapboard/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Barn 
Shed 
Major Alterations (with dates): 
Porch added to front, 20" c. 
Bathroom wing added north side, 20" c. 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 1.108 


Setting: The house and associated buildings are situated 
on the State Highway amid dense roadside development 
comprised of historic properties, more recent summer 
cottage development and civic and commercial buildings. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The William C. & Susan Cobb House, built ca. 1830, is a wood frame single dwelling barely more than one-story in height with a 
three-bay front-gable fagade containing an entrance offset by two windows on the first story and two upper-story windows in the 
gable. The front is distinguished by modest corner pilasters and roof-edge moldings suggesting it dates early in the adoption of 
the Greek Revival taste in the town. The entrance with a transom is contained within a simple architrave. There are two windows 
and a frieze board along the eaves on each side. A central brick chimney is positioned between the two principal rooms on the 
north side of the house. A porch mounted on concrete block piers with kneewalls and 2x6 in. board posts spans the front and 
wraps short distances around both corners. A one-story kitchen wing is appended to the rear with a fagade set back from the 
house on the south side. A small one-story wing was added to the north side, at the junction of front and rear sections, for a 
bathroom. 


The house is centered at the frontage of a one-acre lot, set back a short distance from the highway. There is a large yard on the 
north side and a driveway on the south side leading to a one-story, gable-roof barn with a central vehicle bay flanked by 
windows. An addition was constructed on the north end and is fronted by double glass doors suggesting it has been adapted for 
residential use. A small shed is located at the north end of the rear property line. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In 1835, the year after he married Susan Knowles of Eastham (1808-90), shoemaker William Chipman Cobb (1809-65) bought 
three parcels of land on both sides of County Road (now State Highway) from the estate of Heman Smith Jr. for $1200." The first 
parcel, on the west side of County Road, included Smith’s dwelling and other buildings. Nothing has so far been discovered 
about this Heman Smith, and it is therefore not possible to date the house by any deed or significant life event. Cobb was the 
sixth of the nine children of Thomas Cobb (1775-1859) and his first wife Abigail Freeman (1771-1816), and he is listed in the 
1840 census in this neighborhood with his wife and a young son. In 1850 the census listed him as a shoemaker with $1066 in 
real property in a household with his wife Susan, sons Freeman and William, and a boarder. By 1855 the Cobbs had moved to 
Natick, and they may have rented the house from that point to John and Lucy Holbrook Atwood and Elijah E. and Tabitha G. 
Holbrook Knowles; the wives were sisters, and they are listed as living together in one household in the 1855 census. In 1860 
the couples shared one part of the house and let the other part to master mariner Timothy Mayo, his wife Lydia, and their 
daughter Marietta. 


In 1862, William C. Cobb sold six acres of land with its buildings to Lucy Atwood (1803-85), who immediately mortgaged the 
property to Cobb for $375.? In 1827 she had married John Atwood 2d of Wellfleet, and though the couple may have been living 
in North Eastham in 1830, they were not in town in 1840. In 1843 Elijah E. Knowles, whose first wife Mercy Myrick had died in 
1841, married Lucy’s sister Tabitha Holbrook, and the 1850 census records the Knowles and his wife in this neighborhood. In 
1864 the Atwoods conveyed half of the 2465 State Highway house to Eliza Pierce, “for her sole and separate use” apart from 
her husband Zephaniah, and the 1865 state census shows both the Atwoods and both Pierces in the house.? In March 1866 the 
Pierces sold their share of the property to Nathan S. Knowles for $400 and at some point, moved to Melrose, where John 
Atwood died in 1878 and Lucy in 1885. 


Nathan S. Knowles was the son of Nathan and Betsey Knowles and a mariner. He had married Lauretta P. Dill of Eastham in 
1862, and in 1865 he and his wife were living in the household of Elisha Cobb, just to the northeast on the east side of the 


1 Heman Smith Doane, Charlestown, to William Chipman Cobb, 1 April 1835, BCD 16:258. Doane sold the premises that Heman Smith Jr. 
died owning, and the boundary description and identification of abutters suggests that the first parcel is the same on which 2645 State Highway 
stands. 
2 Lucy Atwood to William C. Cobb, Natick, 30 April 1862, BCD 79:457. This mortgage deed cites the parcel as the same as conveyed to 
Atwood by Cobb on the same day, but the deed was not recorded. 
3 Zephaniah and Eliza Pierce had moved to Duxbury by 1870, where Eliza is shown as owning real property and Zephaniah is not. Both Lucy 
Atwood and Tabitha Knowles were shown as property owners in deeds, and it may be that their father Elisha (possibly also Eliza’s father, but 
no marriage record has been found) had left them land or cash for their separate use. 
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County Road. By 1869 Nathan Knowles moved to Cambridge, where he worked as a fish dealer, but he owned part of 2645 
State Highway until April 1876, when he sold it to Cambridge fish and oyster dealer Philip B. Cloyes. Five months later Cloyes 
sold his share to James Penniman, who had bought the other part of the property from Lucy Atwood that July.* 


The son of Daniel and Bestey Mayo Penniman, James Penniman (1837-1906) was a mariner and fisherman, and in 1862 he 
married Caroline Dill, daughter of Herman S. and Caroline Dill of Eastham. The 1880 census lists him in this neighborhood with 
his wife, their children Carrie L., Henry F., and Maude G., born between 1866 and 1871. Penniman is listed in the 1860 
agricultural census schedules with six acres, four of them improved, and a farm worth $600; he and his son Henry were fishing 
together in 1880, and Penniman owned his own boat. Another child, Lottie Belle, was born in 1883, and by 1900 only Lottie 
remained at 2645 State Highway with her parents. Her older sister Carrie married Chatham-born fisherman Whitman F. Howes 
in 1885, son Henry had married Mabel S. Sawyer of Leominster in 1890 and was living in that city, and sister Maude had 
married Orleans railroad worker Edward McKay in 1892. 


In 1902 the town of Eastham taxed James Penniman on a house valued at $700, a barn at $75, four henhouses at $45, an 
outbuilding at $20, and twelve acres. He died in 1906, the year daughter Lottie married Falmouth station agent Leonard R. 
Parkinson, and by 1908 the widow Caroline Penniman went to live with the Parkinsons in Fairhaven. In that year she and three 
of her children deeded 2645 State Highway on its six-acre parcel to her fourth child, Carrie L. Howes, and reserved to Caroline 
Dill Penniman the “right of a home” on the parcel as long as she remained unmarried and the income from the asparagus 
growing there.° She remarried seven years later to James Albert Kendrick of Chatham; both were in their seventies, and it was 
his fourth marriage. 


The 1905 Eastham map labels the 2645 State Highway house “W. F. Howes,” even though he did not yet live there or own the 
property. In 1906 the couple was living with her mother. The 1910 census shows Howes as a surfman living with his wife in her 
childhood home.® Howes also operated a quahaugging boat in the two months that he was not on duty at the Nauset Life Saving 
Station. In 1910 he resigned his surfman position (his son Ommund, born in 1889, took his place there) and by 1920 was 
working on a poultry farm. By then he and wife Carrie were living in the house with her cousins Dorrie A. and Muriel C. 
Penniman and her sister Lottie’s three-year-old daughter Arlene Parkinson.’ Whitman Howes died in April 1921, and in June 
1922 the widowed Carrie Howes sold 2645 State Highway to Emma C. Stone of Malden.® 


Emma C. Stone (1868-1953) was an Eastham native, the daughter of Sylvanus and Harriet Knowles, and she was working as a 
dressmaker in town when she married Charles A. Stone, born in Jersey City, New Jersey, and then working at Boston Rubber 
Company and living in Malden. By 1900 the couple had four daughters—Harriet L., Alice A., Laura G., and Bertha M. Laura died 
of pneumonia during the influenza epidemic in 1918, and by 1920 the household included Charles Stone, by then a rubber 
factory foreman, wife Emma, and their three adult daughters, all employed as clerks or stenographers. In 1930 daughter Bertha 
married Herman Alexander Dill (1903-53), son of George T. and Lillie F. Moore Dill of Eastham. Herman A. Dill ran the Ocean 
View Garage in Eastham in 1929 and was still running an auto garage in 1940. He, his wife, and their children A. Thomas and 
Constance Dill were listed on this part of State Highway in the 1940 census. 


In 1951 Emma Stone added her daughter Harriet to the deed for 2645 State Highway. Emma Knowles Stone died in 1953, and 
the property was solely owned by Harriet L. Stone, who lived most of the year in Boston. In 1976 she added her niece 
Constance Dill Avellar, the daughter of her sister Bertha, to the title. Harriet Stone died two years later, and in 1987 Constance 


4 Lucy and John Atwood to Eliza Pierce, 1 October 1864, BCD 83:386; Eliza and Zephaniah Pierce to Nathan S. Knowles, 16 March 1866, 
BCD 89:17; Nathan S. and Laura P. Knowles, Cambridge, to Phillip B. Cloyes, Cambridge, 1 April 1876, BCD 124:147; Philip B. Cloyes, 
Cambridge, to James Penniman, 20 September 1876, BCD 130:80; Lucy Atwood to James Penniman, 12 July 1876, BCD 129:313. 
5 Caroline Penniman, Eastham; Henry F. Penniman, Leominster; Maude G. McKay, Buzzards Bay; and Lottie B. Parkinson, Falmouth, to 
Carrie L. Howes, 19 August 1908, BCD 289:490. 
6 “Eastham,” Yarmouth Register, 7 April 1906, 5, noted that Whitman and Carrie Howes “have gone to live” with Mrs. James Penniman; 
“Eastham,” Hyannis Patriot, 24 February 1908, 4, notes that Mrs. James Penniman had come from her home in Fairhaven to visit the Howes. 
See also “Eastham,” Yarmouth Register, 19 September 1908, 5: “Mr Whitman Howes has bought the house of Mrs Caroline Penniman and 
with his family will soon occupy his new home.” Howes sold “the new house” he had owned to William H. Forrest; see Hyannis Patriot, 26 
October 1908. 
7 Doris Augusta and Muriel Chittenden Penniman were born in Boston and were the daughters of James Penniman’s first cousin Edward D. 
Penniman, born in 1870 in Eastham. 
8 Carrie L. Howes to Emma C. Stone, Malden, 6 June 1922, BCD 387:196. Carrie Howes died in September 1930 at the home of Mary Doane 
in Orleans, where she worked as a housekeeper; see “Mrs. Carrie Howes,” Hyannis Patriot, 11 September 1930, 8. 
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Avellar sold 2645 State Highway to George T. Milliken, who placed the property in trust in 2016. Successor trustee Steven 
Milliken deeded the property to himself individually in March 2018 and was the owner of record in 2020.° 
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®° Emma C. Stone to Bertha M. Dill, 23 January 1951, BCD 778:24; Bertha M. Dill to Emma C. Stone, Eastham, and Harriet L. Stone, Boston, 
23 January 1951, BCD 778:25; Harriet L. Stone to Harriet L. Stone and Constance D. Avellar, 14 June 1976, BCD 2354:154; Constance D. 
Avellar to George T. Milliken, 23 October 1987, BCD 5994:344; George T. Milliken, 2645 State Highway, to George T. Milliken, trustee George 
T. Milliken Revocable Trust, 4 January 2016, BCD 29376:44; Steven Milliken, trustee George T. Milliken Revocable Trust, to Steven Milliken, 
17 March 2018, BCD 31325:41. The property is depicted on “Plan of Land in Eastham, Mass. as Surveyed for Harriet L. Stone,” November 
1964, BCP 189:155 and on Lot 1 of “Plan of Division of Land in Eastham, Mass. as Surveyed and Prepared for Constance D. Avellar,” 8 May 
1980, BCP 344:62. 
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In 1964 Harriet Stone divided the property and kept 2645 State Highway on a 2.3-acre 
lot (BCP 189:155, above); in 1980 her niece Constance Dill Avellar subdivided the 
house lot, leaving the house and outbuilding on 1.1 acre (BCP 344:62, below). 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View of barn from east. 
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